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Public Defender Board 
 

State Public Defender 
Nicholas Chiarkas 

 
Deputy State Public Defender 

Kelli Thompson 
 

Executive Assistant / Legislative Liaison 
Krista Ginger 

Deputy Director  
Community Justice Initiatives 

Affirmative Action Officer 
Jennifer Bias 

Training and Development 
Gina Pruski 

 

Trial Division Director 
Michael Tobin 

 

Appellate Division Director 
Marla Stephens 

Trial Division Director 
Michael Tobin 

Assigned Counsel Division Director 
Deborah Smith 

Administrative Division Director 
Arlene Banoul 

First Assistants  Deputy Director 

First Assistants  

35 Local Offices 

Legal Counsel 
Kellie Krake 

 

Chief Information Officer 
Gail Zaucha 

Madison/Milwaukee Madison 

Approximately 865 private 
attorneys  

Responsible for all private bar 
matters, including certification and 
invoice audit payment. Responsible for all fiscal, budget, 

property, payroll, personnel, etc., 
for all 37 field offices and the 
administrative office. 

2 field offices.  Each office is 
supervised by a First Assistant 
State Public Defender.  
Responsible for appellate 
representation in all matters. 


